By COUNCILLOR HERBERT SHAW, B.A., Sheriff of Newcastle=upon=Tyne. The following is a condensed report of Councillor Shaw's paper, the reading of which was the first item of the proceedings on-Friday morning:?
Students of social service during the last few years cannot fail to have been impressed by its growing importance.
A somewhat idealistic attempt made a few years ago to supplement the medical work of the hospitals in a limited way has to-day become an integral part of the work of healing. It is now not only recognised as a valuable supplement, but bids fair ere long to become as important as hospital work itself.
The reason is obvious. The present generation has discovered this, that if the work of healing is to be of any avail the whole man must be considered, in his moral and social as well as his physical aspect. If the principles of modern scientific medicine are to be applied wisely and effectively, the problems of bad housing conditions and poverty must be dealt with and ignorance combated. Hence the idea has grown upon us that the physician and social worker must of necessity join hands if their work is to be worth the doing.
There is undoubtedly a great deal of work in the hospital that the doctor cannot do himself. For example, he has not the time to instruct his patients in 
